SEPTEMBER 1710       Journal to Stella

this morning to Jervas, who has given my picture quite
another turn, and now approves it entirely; but we must
have the approbation of the town. If I were rich enough,
I would get a copy of it and bring it over. Mr. Addison
and I dined together at his lodgings, and I sat with him
part of this evening; and I am now come home to write
an hour. Patrick13 observes that the rabble here are much
more inquisitive in politicks, than in Ireland. Every day
we expect changes, and the Parliament to be dissolved.
Lord Wharton14 expects every day to be out: he is working
like a horse for elections; and, in short, I never saw so
great a ferment among all sorts of people. I had a miser-
able letter from Joe last Saturday, telling me Mr. Pratt1*
refuses payment of his money. I have told it Mr. Addison,
and will to lord Wharton; but I fear with no success.
However, I will do all I can.
" Swift's servant, against whom we meet with, many complaints in the
Journal for drunkenness and irregular habits; but he must have had redeem-
ing qualities, for he came to Swift a second time on 9 Feb. 1709-10, as
Swift noted in his 'Account of Expences From Novbr. i. 1709 to Novbr.
1.1710' (Forster, 507). He left Swift finally in Apr. 1712 (p. 529 n.37).
*+ As noted above, p. 10 n.21, Wharton had crossed to England to use his
political influence in stemming the tide which was setting against the Whigs,
See Comsp. i. 198 n.s
*s Captain John Pratt was Deputy Vice-Treasurer of Ireland and
Constable of Dublin Castle, a position he owed to the influence of the Duke
of Ormonde. Swift was on friendly terms with him for a number of years
and entrusted him with money affairs. Unfortunately, in 1725, Pratt was
adjudged guilty of defalcations in the public accounts and committed to
prison (Corresf. iii. 241 n.3; Poems, p. 773 n.). Dr* Ball was of opinion
that Swift owed the facts used by him in A Short Character of Wkarton to
John Pratt and Sir Richard Levinge (for whom see p. 93 n.13). After his
downfall Pratt took to exploiting coal and manufacturing glass in Ireland;
and, at this period, he was bitterly satirized by William King in The Toast,
1732 and 1736. His elder brother, Benjamin Pratt (for whom see p. 9 n.16),
was Provost of Trinity College, Dublin. John Pratt may be identical with
the Adjutant of the same name, who was, in 1693, in Brig.-Geru Thomas
Erie's Regiment of Foot. In r 694 he was appointed a Lieutenant in Erie's
other regiment. He became a Captain in r 703; but was out of the regiment
in 1706. Dalton's English Army Ust^m. 332; v, 280, 281, 282, 290,292.